By MIKE JOHNSTON 
ELLENSBURG — Vern Wil- 


son, in the fall of 1939, looked 
from the dark, forest floor 


and 

Douglas fir, jing into th 
sky, had to come down Iwas 
diseased and dying. 


Civilian Conservation Corps 
ever used to fell big trees. 
“Iremember that tree like 


was close to 8 feet in diameter, 
| atleast, and well, the bark 
‘seemed like it was a foot thick. 
The 9-foot-long saw cleared 
only a few inches on either 
side when it got deep into the 
tree, 


“What a hunk of wood. 
‘There was pitch just pouring 
from each side. It was a full- 
scale tree and hard work.” 

‘That one tree was an all-day 
job for Wilson, 18 at the time, 
and the other CCC member. 

CCC crews were felling 
dead or dying timber in the 
forest to reduce fuel for wild- 
fires and create fire breaks. 
The two had to prop them- 
selves up the tree a few feet 
with a springboard stuck into 
notches to climb up to a nar- 
rower part of the trunk. 

The national CCC program, 
which ran from 1933 through 


Vern Wilson holds a 1934 photo of Civilian Conservation 
‘Some of the men in the photo came from Cle Elum and 


JOE WHITESIDE/Daiy Record 
Corp members from camps near Naches and at Lake Cle Elum. 
Roslyn. 


70 years ago, CCC 
reshaped the Northwest 


CIVILIAN CONSERVATION CORPS FACTS AND FIGURES 


tw Total young men enrolled in @ Value of work in 1942 dollars: $2 structures. Civilian Conservation 
CCC: 3,463,766. billion. Corps overview 
@ Program open for men 17 — m Those who died fighting wildfires: mi Duration of program: April 5, 
to 25 years of age, ec 79. 1933 to June 30, 1942. 
|Non-enrolled personnel running —_m Miles of roads builvimproved: = nicknames: Roosevelt's 
Program: 263,755. 125,000. ‘Tree Army, Tree Troopers, Soil 
lm Average envoee: 1810 19yearsm Meso eephone wires stung: Soles, he COCs, Colossal 
0d, 147 pounds, Steet, 8% inches 89,000. ene f 
tal. Mies of fot tals built 13,100, sratlnaley ae? 
tm Average weight gain in first three w Kittitas and county 
‘months: 11¥ pounds, seed taped 2h 9 a oe 
tm Number of iliterate enrollees ie . 
taught o read: 40,000. Snot Osean eS Easton ara camps 15 mies 
tm Average number of CCC camps js northwest of Easton and Thorp 
ing per year: 1.643 nara area camps on Taneum Creek 11 
operating ? ¢ million square 2 miles northwest of Thorp. 
cane asap erential Revegetation lrangelands: a Naches area, west o Naches 
1 Carp locations: every date n cee Cy ona teian eoetas i 
Firefighting in , Soda Springs near 
wiaekee errlons Mee Zitah, 
eTilcaess m State parks developed: 800. home n boveny i Gare 
w Approximate cost perenrallee — Spyrg scamParounes bul tras and buildings at Ginkgo 
er year for all services: $1,000. ‘ Petrified Forest State Park. 
am Alotment checks sent home to Mosquito control on 248,000 Sauce: Wien histades othe 
enrollee dependents: $663 million. and the National Association 
tm Number of family members and ‘tw Number of fish stocked: 972 of CCC Alumni, St. Louis, Mo., 
‘relatives directly benefiting from fa Dey 
arsed loos f@ Historic restoration: 3,980 
Wilson remembers _Noyes came to respect i used in simple work, not in- 
was 23 cents a gallon anda disciplined, CCC kitchen terfering with normal employ- 
loaf of bread was 14 cents. Pp when he joined the — ment, and confining itself to 
Clinton Noyes, 88, of El- U.S. Navy in World War II and forestry, the prevention of soil 
peppers ae ochre X cok end at PSs baer and simi- 
mn e ~ aircraft gunner ona ” stat 
He worked atacampatSoda —_escort in the South Pacific. ing to a CCC history 
‘ings, near Tampico, in Italso aided him when he titled, “In the Shadow of the 
Yakima County and was later ~—_ worked in Ellensburg at Ted Mountain: The Spirit of the 
transferred toacamp outside — Meyers Steak House Restau- CCC,” by Edwin Hill. 
Lee ‘Gea Euet anal teciehien be owned Ji wns Roceevalt a wayof 
cj 10 tell you, and operated a drive-in restau- giving people a job, Ni 
Mes i bape pate Seah aa sid "Wall ny iipteat 
CCCs a paid vaca- camps were managed needed that $25, 1 h 
iostcenercentoee | ice fem, Mechs Newer 
ts . ; 
Creek Assisted Living Center. _ training was allowed. Out in 1935 from Eastern near 
“I didn't go out with the the field, CCC crews were 2 drought-stricken area to the 
campicichenandleamed personnel bresters steed Ritts Valley where they 
nan 
how to cook. It was up early to federal park rangers and oth Noyesjoined the CCC une $25 
make breakfast, making sand- ers who knew what needed to going home helped buy seed 
wiches for the work crews, be done. and Payments on cows. 
getting dinner, cleaning up, During off hours, the young He said the CCC was lighter 
then inspection.” men attended high school work than working on the fam- 
He said the head cook was classes and took part in sports ily farm from 4 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
an ornery cuss, but“Ilearned ini boxing, baseballand seven days a week. 
so much from him. R basketball. Enrollees were Drought also hit the farming 
“At the time, as a kid, I didn't allowed to stay in the program area where Vern Wilson's fam- 
like it at all. It was all for two, six-month hitches. ily raised hay, cattle and grain 
and things: ‘The Civilian Conserva- near Albion, Neb, The 
(ay, nplib rae tion Corps was initiated by ad tee 1938 to Zillah 
time. always President Franklin Roosevelt a went to 
ving io barry ase ee i tot tn March 1993 to camploy cut pire Wilson's father worked 
faster,” { of-work or under-employed i 
| “I. guess you don’t appreciate young men. An older brother joined 
things like that when youre “I propose to create a civil- CCC in 1985, and be decks 
Young.” — “ ian conservation corps to be the time was ripe for him to do 
— same. 


ei was an opportunity that 
fit right in with the circum. 

a We were facing,” 
Wilson said. “I knew I'd better 
take it. His experience in the 
ccc: was a character building _ 
one,” especially when working 
in teams digging fire breaks 
in front of fires to stop their | 
wiriace. | 

teamwork helped him 
When he served in the Army 
Air Force in World War {I. 

Most of us were 17-, 18-oF 

1S-year-olds, and the CCC 


whe Jon at the right time 


